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SUBJECT: HEATH VISIT TO N.I. 

REF: BELFAST 133, 136, AND A-57 

1. HEATH VISIT TO NORTHERN IRELAND AUGUST 28 AND 29 WAS 
MARKED BY MUCH EVIDENT SECURITY PRECAUTION AND BY VIRTUALLY 
NO EXTRA VIOLENCE. 

2. PM SAW ELECTED LEADERS OF VARIOUS ASSEMBLY DELEGATIONS; 
VANGUARD'S CRAIG REFUSED TO TALK BECAUSE PM'S INVITATION DID 

NOT INCLUDE NONASSEMBLYMAN LEADERS, WHOM CRAIG WANTED TO HAVE 
WITH HIM. HIS MAIN MESSAGE TO THEM (BELFAST 133) WAS THAT 
DELAY IN GETTING ASSEMBLY GOING, INFORMING OF EXECUTIVE OR 
IN DEVOLVING POWERS TO ASSEMBLY WOULD PLAY INTO HANDS OF 
I.R.A. AND THAT PEOPLE OF BRITAIN WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND 
RELUCTANCE OF N.I. POLITICIANS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF STEPS 
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ULSTER. 

3. AT FOREFRONT OF ISSUES DISCUSSED WAS INTERNAL SECURITY. 

FOR REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH MAJORITY AND MINORITY THIS LARGELY 
MEANT FUTURE OF RUC, ALTHOUGH OTHER ISSUES SUCH AS NECESSITY 
FOR ROOTING OUT TERRORISTS, DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL. SECTARIAN 
ASSASSINATONS AND ALLEGED HARASSMENT BY ARMY OF CATHOLIC 
AREAS WERE ALSO RAISED. OTHER MAIN POINTS WERE CONSTITUTIONAL 
POSITION OF N.I. (MAJORITY REPRESENTATIVES: BORDER IS INVIOLABLE, 
CANNOT BE CONSIDERED UNTIL ANOTHER POLL IS TAKEN, AND POLL CANNOT 
BE TAKEN UNTIL 1983; MINORITY POSITION: STATUS OF N.I. 

SF.TTT.RD BY RECENTLY-ENACTED CONSTITUTION ACT, I.E. AN ACT 
OF PARLIAMENT ALWAYS SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF CIRCUMSTANCES 
REQUIRE) AND COUNCIL-OF-IRELAND-RELATED IDEAS (MAJORITY: 
FOOTDRAGGING AND UNENTHUSIASTIC; MINORITY: SEEKING FIRMER 
COMMITMENT TO MORE SPECIFIC CONCEPT THAN CONFERENCE FORESEEN 
BY WHITE PAPER). 

4. AFTER MEETING WITH PM, UNIONIST LEADER FAULKNER EXPRESSED 
MUTED SATISFACTION WITH HEATH'S RESPONSES TO UNIONIST PRE- 
SENTATION. LATER, HOWEVER, UNIONIST ASSEMBLY PARTY ISSUED 
TOUGH STATEMENT WHICH STARTED WITH WE-TOLD-YOU-DIRECT-RULE- 
WOULD-LEAD-TO-INCREASED-VIOLENCE STATEMENT, AGREED WITH HEATH 
ON NEED FOR EARLIEST POSSIBLE DEVOLUTION OF POWER TO NEW 
EXECUTIVE, BUT LAID DOWN CONDITIONS PRECEDENT TO THEIR PAR- 
TICIPATING IN EXECUTIVE: ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST ACCEPT THAT: 

(A) THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION ACT MUST BE ACCEPTED 
COMPLETELY. IN PARTICULAR IT MUST BE ACCEPTED THAT NORTHERN 
IRELAND'S CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION WITHIN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE BORDER POLL AND CANNOT BE CONSIDERED 
AGAIN UNTIL ANOTHER POLL IS HELD, AND THAT NOT BEFORE 1983. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION IS NOT OPEN FOR DISCUSSION. 

(B) THE R.U.C. IS CONFIRMED AS THE ONLY POLICE FORCE IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND ITS POSITION AS SUCH IS NOT NEGOTIABLE. 

5. PAISLEY, REVIEWING HIS APPARENTLY HEATED CONVERSATION WITH 
PM, REPORTEDLY SAID HE TOLD PM HIS PROPOSALS WERE UNWORKABLE 
AND HIS MISSION A FAILURE. AT PM'S SUGGESTION THAT EXECUTIVE 
SHOULD GET TOGETHER LIKE A CABINET, PAISLEY WONDERED HOW THAT 
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DISCORD THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 BELFAS 00137 02 OF 02 051037Z 
11 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-15 

OMB-01 IO-13 DRC-01 /109W 

009133 

R 041314Z SEP 73 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 559 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 OF 2 BELFAST 0137 
CORRECTEDCOPY FOR PARA 8 

6. SO FAR AS HAS COME OUT, TALKS WITH ALLIANCE'S OLIVER 

NAPIER WERE NON-CONTROVERSIAL. NAPIER LIKELY TOLD PM, HOWEVER, 

OF SERIOUSNESS OF POLICE QUESTION. NAPIER 

HAS BEEN SAYING FOR WEEKS THAT IT DOESN'T MATTER WHETHER OR 
NOT FEELINGS AGAINST RUC ARE JUSTIFIED; CATHOLIC COMMUNITY'S 
UNWILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT RUC AS THEIR POLICE IS FACT OF LIFE. 

7. USUAL SDLP SPOKESMEN HAVE NOT BEEN SAYING MUCH. ASSEMBLY- 
MAN CANAVAN, COMMENTING ON UNIONIST POSITION ON RUC, TOOK 
MODERATE LINE THAT POLICE FORCE ACCEPTABLE TO ALL IS OF PRIME 
IMPORTANCE, AND TO GET ONE IT IS INADVISABLE TO PUT HARD- 
AND-FAST PRECONDITIONS. CANAVAN ALSO BLANDLY AND POINTEDLY 
SAID THAT UNIONIST DEMAND FOR IRONCLAD CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES 
"DEPENDS SOLELY ON THE DISPOSITION OF THE WESTMINSTER PARLIAMENT 
(AND) ... IS NOT THEREFORE A STRONG BASE, AS THE EVENTS OF THE 

PAST TWO YEARS SO GRAPHICALLY PROVE." HE NOTED THAT REAL 
POWER WILL ONLY BE GIVEN TO ASSEMBLY THAT SPEAKS WITH ONE 
VOICE. THIS WOULD DEPEND NOT ON A CONSTITUTION BUT ON "ABILITY 
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF TWO COMMUNITIES TO ESTABLISH A SINGLE 
IDENTITY." GERRY FITT, IN TV APPEARANCE, SAID "THERE MUST BE 
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PROGRESS IN ALL THREE AREAS” (COUNCIL OF IRELAND, POLICE, 

ENDING OF DETENTION - HE CALLED IT "INTERNMENT" - WITHOUT 
TRIAL) BEFORE SDLP COULD PARTICIPATE IN EXECUTIVE. 

8 AT WHITELAW DINNER (BELFAST 136) ASSEMBLY'S PRESIDING 
OFFICER MINFORD REMARKED THAT MANY OF ASSEMBLY'S MEMBERS 
ARE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT APPEARANCES, PARTICULARLY OF THEIR 
APPEARING TO ACHIEVE NOTHING AT ALL OR NOT TO BE TRYING. 

WOULD THEREFORE EXPECT THAT WE NOW WILL HEAR OF TALKS ACROSS 
PARTY LINES BY LOCAL POLITICIANS OF UNIONIST, ALLIANCE, SDLP 
AND NILP STRIPE AT LEAST. PAISLEY MIGHT ALSO GET INVOLVED, 

AS, ACCORDING TO WHITELAW, PAISLEY WAS "VERY CONTRITE” WHEN 
THEY MET LAST WEEK AND PAISLEY RAISED MATTER OF LONDONDERRY 
CORONER'S REMARKS AT BLOODY SUNDAY INQUEST (BELFAST A-57). 

PENBERTHY 
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